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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
. United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 20-51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gai et 
al(US Patent 6,032,194). 

Regarding to claims 20, 28, 34, and 40, Gai discloses a computer readable 
medium (fig. 2 col. 8 lines 45-50) containing executable program instructions for use by 
an intermediate network device 214 having a plurality of ports 230 for receiving and 
forwarding network messages (fig. 2 col. 8 lines 3-5), the executable program 
instructions comprising program instructions for configuring one or more ports as 
access ports 230 (col. 10 lines 1-5), wherein an access port is a port that does not 
provide connectivity to other portions of a computer network, but instead connects to a 
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Local Area Network LAN 109 (fig. 1 col. 7 lines 9-13); configuring one or more access 
ports as rapid forwarding ports 230 (col. 1 1 lines 8-15); identifying all ports that have 
been configured as access ports with rapid forwarding (fig. 2 col. 8 lines 24-39); and 
upon initialization of the device (detect link failure), placing each identified access port 
230 with rapid forwarding directly to a forwarding spanning tree port state, without 
transitioning such identified ports between any intermediary spanning tree port states, 
so that network messages may be received and forwarded by such identified ports 
immediately (fig. 3D col. 12 lines 32-42). 

Regarding to claims 21, 29, 35, 44, and 48, Gai discloses monitoring each of the 
one or more access ports configured with rapid forwarding for receipt of a configuration 
bridge protocol data unit (BPDU) message and in response to receiving a BPDU 
message at one of the access ports configured with rapid forwarding, placing the 
respective access port in a blocking spanning tree port state (fig. 3E col. 14 lines 25- 
51). 

Regarding to claim 22, Gai discloses the intermediate network device has a 
memory 240 and the configuration of ports as access ports with rapid forwarding is 
stored at the memory (fig. 2 col. 8 lines 12-24). 

Regarding to claims 23, 31, 37, 45, and 49, Gai discloses placing one or more 
other ports in a listening spanning tree port state (fig. 3D col. 10 lines 1-5), upon 
initialization of the device. 

Regarding to claims 24, 32, 38, 43, 46, and 50, Gai discloses a computer 
readable medium (fig. 2 col. 8 lines 45-50) containing executable program instructions 
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for use by an intermediate network device 214 having a plurality of ports 230 for 
receiving and forwarding network messages (fig. 2 col. 8 lines 3-5), the executable 
program instructions comprising program instructions for configuring one or more ports 
as access ports 230 (col. 10 lines 1-5); configuring one or more access ports as rapid 
forwarding ports 230 (col. 1 1 lines 8-15); identifying all ports that have been configured 
as access ports with rapid forwarding (fig. 2 col. 8 lines 24-39); and upon initialization of 
the device (detect link failure), placing each identified access port 230 with rapid 
forwarding directly to a forwarding spanning tree port state, without transitioning such 
identified ports between any intermediary spanning tree port states, so that network 
messages may be received and forwarded by such identified ports immediately (fig. 3D 
col. 12 lines 32-42), wherein each access port configured with rapid forwarding is 
placed in the forwarding state prior to a link-up signal being received at the respective 
port (col. 14 lines 53-58). 

Regarding to claims 25, 27, 33, and 47, Gai discloses generating and issuing one 
or more configuration bridge protocol data unit (BPDU) messages from each access 
port configured as rapid forwarding (col. 10 lines 1-25). 

Regarding to claims 26, 39, 41, and 51, Gai discloses an end station is not 
coupled to a selected one of the access ports configured with rapid forwarding until after 
the respective access port is placed in the forwarding spanning tree port state (col. 13 
lines 50-57). 

Regarding to claims 30, 36, and 42, Gai discloses a method comprising 
configuring one or more ports as access ports 230 (col. 10 lines 1-5); configuring one or 
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more access ports as rapid forwarding ports 230 (col. 1 1 lines 8-15) by selecting with a 
management protocol (col. 4 lines 30-53), by a network administrator (col. 8 lines 52- 
56), the one or more access ports to have rapid forwarding designation; identifying all 
ports that have been configured as access ports with rapid forwarding (fig. 2 col. 8 lines 
24-39); and upon initialization of the device (detect link failure), placing each identified 
access port 230 with rapid forwarding directly to a forwarding spanning tree port state, 
without transitioning such identified ports between any intermediary spanning tree port 
states, so that network messages may be received and forwarded by such identified 
ports immediately (fig. 3D col. 12 lines 32-42). 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed April 25,2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Regarding to applicants argument on pages 14-15, Gai fail to show "an 
access port is a port that does not provide connectivity to other portions of the computer 
network, but is instead simply connected to a LAN, a server, or an end station". In 
response, examiner would like to direct applicant's attention to fig. 1 col. 7 lines 9-13. 
Herein, Gai suggested the ports 1 19 of access switches 114-116 could be connected 
via a shared media LAN 109. These ports 110 are configured as rapid forwarding ports 
and are placed in forwarding state without transitioning to any intermediate states once 
a change occurs in the network (col. 1 1 lines 36-52 and col. 12 lines 32-42). Thus, 
based on the reasons set forth here the rejections are maintained. 
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Conclusion 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due T. Duong whose telephone number is 571-272- 
3122. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (9:00 AM-6:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wing Chan can be reached on 571-272-7493. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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